Inotropic agents and infarct size. Theoretical and practical considerations.
Recent data demonstrating the ability of interventions that alter the balance between myocardial oxygen demand and supply to affect infarct size are reviewed. The effects of inotropic agents on the determinants of myocardial oxygen consumption and coronary blood flow are discussed relative to the potential of these drugs to decrease or increase infarct size in the experimental animal and in man. The applicability of the animal data to the clinical situation is discussed and, on the basis of these considerations, guidelines are presented for the use of inotropic agents in patients with acute myocardial infarction.